
AIP Sperimentale 2025, 31° Congresso annuale
Contribution ID: 790 Type: Talk in simposio

The Social Dimension of Agency: How the Shared
Sense of Agency shapes Moral and Intergroup

Decision-Making
Thursday, September 11, 2025 11:40 AM (15 minutes)

This contribution explores how the social dimension of the Sense of Agency—specifically the shared Sense of
Agency (s-SoA)—influences moral behavior and intergroup decision-making. Through two experimental stud-
ies, I examined how interpersonal coordination shapes the experience of agency and responsibility, and how
these processes, in turn, affect conformity to immoral actions and intergroup dishonesty. Both implicit and
explicit measures of agency and responsibility were employed to capture the nuances of individual experience
within social contexts.

Study 1 ‒Sense of Agency in Moral Conformity: Dyads were asked to decide sequentially whether to admin-
ister painful shocks to a third party in exchange for a shared reward. The results showed a robust conformity
effect: the first agent’s choice strongly influenced the second’s. Antisocial conformity was associated with
reduced explicit responsibility and diminished implicit agency. In contrast, prosocial conformity was linked
to enhanced shared responsibility and increased SoA.These findings reveal that the moral valence of a joint ac-
tion modulates agency experience and support the distinction between diffusion of responsibility and shared
responsibility.

Study 2 ‒Shared Agency and Group Dishonesty: Participants completed a motor coordination task with a
partner whose behavior was either predictable or unpredictable, manipulating perceived s-SoA. They then
performed a deception task where lying could benefit their ingroup. Higher s-SoA predicted greater dishon-
esty for the group’s benefit, only in individual providing stronger “binding”moral ratings. This suggests that
the experience of agency within group contexts can morally shift behavior depending on one’s moral frame-
work.
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